Cultural intersections in the care of Mexican American children with chronic conditions.
Cultural intersections occur whenever people from different cultures meet. Intracultural intersections may also occur between people with a similar heritage but different life experiences. Cultural intersections can present challenges in communication and understanding between people with differing values and priorities. At the same time, they offer opportunities for growth, illuminate universal suffering, and foster compassion. This article describes cultural intersections experienced by Mexican American parents of children with chronic conditions. These intersections affect relationships between parents and among parents, nurses, and other health care providers, sometimes providing unexpected insights for parents about their own lives and experiences. Nurses who are aware of cultural intersections in their practices can enhance their appreciation for the diversity existing within and between cultural groups, while focusing on the universal goal of providing excellent care for children with chronic conditions.